'ENGLANDERIN'                 179

installed English principals, ' just as if we Prussians were a
tribe of negroes in need of English, missionaries/ as Berliners
remarked at the time.

One instance is recorded during these years in which the
Crown Princess acted not only with her customary well-meant
indiscretion, but in which she deliberately placed her personal
feelings before her duty; that crime which seems to be most
unpardonable in Royalty. It cannot be denied that her
mother set her a sturdy example in this kind of conduct for
years; but unhappily, Prussians were less long-suffering
than the subjects of Queen Victoria.

Shortly after the Austrian War Bismarck did his best to
quarrel with Napoleon III over the Grand Duchy of Luxem-
bourg. The Press and other familiar aids were brought into
play. It was a failure. There were too many cool heads in
Europe just at that moment to suit the great Chancellor.
The only result was a conference ha London, followed by the
International Exhibition in Paris in 1867, to celebrate the
achievement of the amicable settlement of the crisis.

The King and Queen of Prussia, the Crown Prince and
Princess, numerous crowned heads, and minor royalties,
Bismarck, and even the Shah of Persia arrived in Paris for
the grand celebration. The Crown Prince of Prussia had an
especially important part to play in the ceremonies because
he was President of the German exhibit. Naturally, he
needed the assistance of the Crown Princess.

Judge of the astonishment and dismay when the Crown
Princess suddenly took the train home in the middle of the
visit. She was not ill. A black cloud of depression had
descended upon her. The grave of Sigismund was calling
her. Not for another moment would she smother her disgust
at the inane smiles and the fatuous words of these bowing
hypocrites. Little Sigismund was dead. The hollow
mockery could not be borne another day. King William,
begged her to stay till the end. Queen Augusta did the
same. They were excessively angry. Fritz protested, but
gave way. The French Emperor was insulted. The Parisians
were insulted. When news reached Berlin that the Crown